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Variety of Problems Related to Production of Canning Crops 
To Be Discussed at Raw Products Bureau Sessions 


A number of special sessions of interest to canners and canners’ field men 
have been arranged during the 1950 Convention in Atlantic City by the N.C.A. 


Raw Products Bureau. 


The first of these conferences is 
scheduled for Saturday afternoon, 
January 28. It will feature a panel 
discussion on the relative merits of 
federal-state grades as a method of 
purchasing tomatoes for processing. 
The viewpoint of the Inspection Serv- 
ice of the Production and Marketing 
Administration will be presented by 
M. W. Baker, assistant chief of the 
USDA Fruit and Vegetable Branch, 
and the canners’ viewpoint by E. W. 
Montell of the Campbell Soup Com- 
pany, both presentations to be fol- 
lowed by further discussion from the 
floor. 


On the same program one of the 
leading entomologists in the country 
will present a comprehensive discus- 
sion of the entomologists’ view with 
respect to the forthcoming tolerance 
hearings on fruits and vegetables. 


A joint session at 4 p. n. sponsored 
by the Raw Products Bureau and the 
N.C.A. Laboratories will hear a dis- 
cussion by H. T. Austern, N. C. A. 
Counsel, on ways of presenting evi- 
dence and data, and the legal signifi- 
cance of such presentation, at these 
hearings. 


Saturday night a smoker is planned 
for the technical field men at which 
there will be informal discussions of 
various problems concerned with pro- 
duction of canning crops. 

On Sunday morning, January 29, 
the Raw Products session will consist 
of three panel discussions on the 
breeding and development of varieties 
for processing. The first will be on 
the breeding and development of pea 
varieties, with discussion led by Dr. J. 
C. Walker of the Wisconsin Experi- 
ment Station who has done a great 
deal of work with peas over the past 
several years. On this same panel 
will be technical breeders from those 
seed firms which have an active breed- 
ing project with this crop. 

The second panel will be a discus- 
sion on the breeding and development 
of snap bean varieties, and the dis- 
cussion will be conducted by Dr. J. W. 


Zaumeyer of the U. 8. Department 
of Agriculture, the originator of the 
two new varieties of snap beans now 
called Rival and Topcrop. Technical 
breeders from seed companies and 
from the various experiment stations 
will participate. 

The third panel discussion will be 
on the breeding and development of 
lima bean varieties. This discussion 
will be led by Dr. Roy W. Magruder 
of the Agricultural Research Adminis- 
tration, USDA, who was responsible 
for the development of the Peerless 
and Fordhook 242 varieties. 

It is hoped that through discus- 
sions and questions from the floor it 
will be possible to more clearly formu- 
late the breeding objectives which 
should be considered in developing new 
varieties for the canning industry. 


Special Meeting for Corn Canners 


Or Monday, January 30, there will 
be a special meeting for corn canners 
and their technical field and laboratory 
staffs. A comprehensive economic 
analysis of the sweet corn canning 

(Please turn to page 368) 


BAE Issues Year-End Report 
On Vegetables for Processing 

The aggregate 1949 production of 11 
truck crops for commercial processing, 
including crops for canning, freezing, 
pickling and other processing, exclu- 
sive of dehydration, is 5,522,610 tons, 
it was reported December 19 by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
This is less than 1 percent above the 
1948 production of 5,471,500 tons, but 
nearly 11 percent above the 10-year 
average of 4,993,080 tons. 

This year’s crop of sweet corn is 
the largest on record, exceeding the 
previous record-high 1942 crop of 
1,282,500 tons by 9 percent, BAE re- 
ported. The yield obtained per acre 
in several important sweet corn-pro- 
ducing states, such as Illinois and 

(Please turn to page 367) 


Through Pullman Service 
To ‘50 Convention Assured 


At least 60 through Pullman cars to 
Atlantic City from west of Pittsburgh 
have been guaranteed to the Canners 
Planning Committee by participating 
railroads. The first of these will bring 
delegates into the Convention city on 
Sunday, January 22, and every day 
thereafter through January 27, addi- 
tional cars will arrive, all of them 
carrying passengers who were not 
obliged to change cars at North Phila- 
delphia. 

Work on the project of improving 
the travel conditions to Convention 
was started by the Committee last Feb- 
ruary, immediately at adjournment of 
the 1949 Convention. A conference 
was arranged in April with E. R. 
Comer, general traffic manager of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad and his staff, 
since all trains entering Atlantic City 
must use the Pennsylvania and Read- 
ing lines. 

S. G. Gorsline, secretary of one of 
the three Convention-sponsoring asso- 
ciations, the Canning Machinery & 
Supplies organization, past president 
of the National Association of Exhibit 
Managers and present chairman of the 
Transportation Committee of NAEM, 
was spokesman for the group. Sup- 
porting him were representatives of 
trade associations whose annual con- 
ventions account for a total of 4,000,- 
000 annual attendance at trade shows 
—National Canners Association, 
C. M. &S. A., the National-American 
Wholesale Grocers Association, Amer- 
ican Bakers Association, National Au- 
tomobile Dealers Association, National 
Dairy Show, and others whose con- 
vention problems are similar. 

(Please turn to page 369) 


Progress Through Soil Research 


Changes in crop production methods 
on American farms resulting from a 
modern concept and understanding of 
soils are emphasized in the annual 
report of the Bureau of Plant Indus- 
try, Soils, and Agricultural Engineer- 
ing issued by the Department of Agri- 
culture. Copies are available upon 
request from BPISAE, Department 
of Agriculture, W 25, D. C. 


PUBLICITY 


Good Housekeeping Article 
Features Canned Vegetables 


In a double-page spread using six 
color-photographs, canned vegetables 
are highlighted to the readers of the 
January issue of Good Housekeeping 
magazine. 

The high-readership “Susan Does 
It” section is entitled “Susan Serves 
Canned Vegetables.” While the theme 
of the article is built around the Asso- 
ciation’s method for preparing but- 
tered canned vegetables, the para- 
graph captions under the photographs 
cover numerous other fundamentals. 
Following a brief introductory para- 
graph the first picture shows a can 
being opened with a brief discussion 
on a good can opener. The next three 
photographs and captions are devoted 
to vegetable preparation. Number five 
shows and gives directions for proper 
storage, and the sixth is a colorful 
dinner plate made up of canned foods. 
The carry-over of the article in the 
back of the magazine answers some 
common questions about canned foods. 


While canned vegetables are fea- 
tured, Miss Katharine Fisher, Direc- 
tor of Good Housekeeping Institute 
and Miss Dorothy Marsh, Food Edi- 
tor, have in this carefully planned 
article given added emphasis to all 
canned foods. The excellent color food 
photographs carry the Hi Williams 
Studio by-line. 


STATISTICS 


Canned RSP Cherry Stocks 


Stocks of red pitted cherries in can- 
ners’ hands December 1, totaled 1,201,- 
614 cases, according to the Associa- 
tion’s Division of Statistics. This 
compares with 825,962 cases in can- 
ners’ hands at the same time a year 
ago. 

The following table summarizes 
canners’ stocks and shipments for De- 
cember 1, of this year with compari- 
sons for the same period a year ago: 


Red Pitted Cherry Stocks and Shipments 


1048-49 1040-50 

(actual cases) 

Carryover, July 1......... (a) (a) 
n 3,552,210 3,445,323 
Total supply............+ 3, 552,210 3, 445,323 
Btocks, Dee. 1114. 825,062 1,201,614 


Shipments during Nov. 244,358 04,779 
Shipments, July 1 to Dec. 1. 2,726,248 2,243,700 


(a) Due to depletion of stocks in May there 
was Ro carryover. 


BAE Issues Year-End Report 
(Concluded from page 366) 


Wisconsin, has never been exceeded in 
the 82 years for which estimates are 
available. 


The 1949 production of pickling cu- 
cumbers also is the largest on record. 
Growing conditions in the northern 
tier of cucumber-producing states 
were favorable in 1949; this resulted 
in yields substantially above average 
in Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Wiscon- 
sin, Minnesota and several other im- 
portant states. A record-large ton- 
nage of green lima beans for canning 
and freezing likewise is estimated by 
BAE for this year. Yields per acre 
were above average in all of the prin- 
cipal producing states. During the 
last three years there has been a shift 


of acreage to California, where yields 
are usually heavy. 


The 1949 aggregate harvested acre- 
age of the 11 crops was 1.7 million 
acres, or nearly 2 percent above the 
1948 harvested acreage, but about 1 
percent below average. 


Wisconsin ranks first this year in 
the aggregate harvested acreage de- 
voted to processing crops. Green peas, 
sweet corn and pickling cucumbers 
are the three leading processing vege- 
tables in that state from an acreage 
standpoint. However, the aggregate 
of 1,202,940 tons of vegetables har- 
vested in California for processing 
places that state first in production 
and also value. The California 1949 
production of processing tomatoes 
alone is estimated in excess of one 
million tons. 


Comparative Totals on 11 Crops for Processing 


Harvested Acreage Yield per Acre Production 
10-year 10-year 10-year 
Crop average 1948 1949 average 1048 1049 average 1048 1949 
1938-47 1038 47 1938-47 
(acres) (tons (2,000 (tons (2,000 Ib.)) 
70. 9 77,060 88,380 120 1.18 1.28 86, 660 $1,240 112,750 
~~ 60, 350 84,800 101,600 58 81 83 35, 260 68,900 84, 800 
( ) 
Beans, snap... 108,350 102,160 108,410 1.60 1.83 2.15 180,070 187,030 233,010 
DD 14,810 13, 400 17,300 7.57 7.03 8.33 116,280 04,200 144, 100 
(for canning) 
8 18. 420 19, 450 17,540 9.06 10.47 9.66 170,000 203,700 160,400 
(for sauerkraut) 
Corn, —4 41431, 790 466,500 455,880 2.42 2.71 3.07 1,037,270 1,262,100 1, 308, 300 
(in husk) 
Cucumbers 00,740 125,100 134,530 1.80 1.90 2.00 180,700 236,330 280,560 
(for pickles) 
green. . „520 373,500 387,620 96 382,920 348,800 357,280 
(shelled) 
Pimientos * 14, 280 14, 300 24,500 1.21 1.25 97 17,340 17,880 23,770 
Spinach... 20, 20,750 33,180 2.31 2.32 2.56 72,100 47,820 84,940 
Tomatoes 498,730 400,850 358,700 5.44 7.27 7. 1.6 2,714,400 2,913,500 2,633,700 


Total 11 crops. 1,742,880 1,607,870 1,727,640 4,093,080 5,471,500 5,522,610 


1 1938 includes processing crop in California. Processing crop in states other than California included 
with fresh market crop prior to 1939. 


*1047 and earlier years. California and Georgia; 2 California figures 


for 1948 and 1949 not available for publication. Less than 3 
Spinach 
Harvested Acreage Production 
10-year 10-year 
State and seasonal group average 1948 1949 average 1948 1949 
1938-47 1938-47 
(acres) (tons (2,000 Ib.) 

5,300 4,500 8,000 7,700 7,600 13, 600 
California Winter.. 9,760 4,800 7,470 35,400 23,000 39, 600 
1,600 600 950 4,400 1,500 2,800 
c 1,030 400 450 2,700 900 1,200 
˙— A -mmÿ . 660 200 500 1,700 600 1,600 
ene 1.220 700 1,060 2,900 1,420 1,040 
Ä 570 400 360 1,300 S80) 680 
5,400 6,150 6,600 0,700 9,800 11,500 
PA 2,040 4,750 4. 100 5, 100 7,600 7,000 
ere 2,400 1,400 2,500 4,600 2,200 4,500 
ee 7,530 4,000 9, 100 12,000 4,500 15, 500 
D , 700 2,500 6, 100 5,900 3,000 11,000 
1,500 3,000 6,100 1,500 4,500 
Total six states 30, 900 20,750 33, 180 72,100 47,820 84, 040 
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Tomatoes 
Harvested Acreage Production 
10-year 10-year 
Stato average 1948 1949 average 1948 1949 
1938-47 1938-47 
(acres) (tons (2,000 Ib. )) 

So rere 22,360 24, 100 10, 400 153, 800 195, 200 163,000 
Se „840 25, 100 23,000 211,000 160, 600 158, 700 
..... 5 26,460 19,400 20,200 144, 200 159, 100 149, 500 
eee 27,460 24,00 21,300 173, 900 249, 900 164. 000 
c 90,850 87,400 73,000 455, 500 568, 100 350, 400 
REA 10, 490 9,900 8,000 50, 500 85,100 47,200 
een 6,210 7,700 8, 100 37,300 77,000 50, 200 
1,850 1,300 1,300 9,700 9, 200 6,200 
r 3,970 1,500 1,500 17,800 9,800 5,200 
Deen 12,500 6,400 7,100 33,300 16,000 22,700 
10, 870 9,000 0,000 46,700 32,400 45,000 
n 53,720 27.000 29,000 233, 600 110,700 165, 300 
r 27,580 16,500 14,400 99,100 71,000 51,800 
erer. es 2,400 2,800 3,000 4,300 3,100 4,500 
( 3,300 3,250 2,000 10, 200 13,300 13, 600 
4,320 3,100 2,400 11,700 11,500 6,700 
6, 200 3,200 2,900 12, 400 13, 400 8,400 
eee 16,540 8, 400 8, 400 38, 200 18, 500 22,700 
1.600 1,600 1,700 2,900 1,600 4,100 
r 15,510 18,800 16,500 41,400 47,000 42,900 
3,7 3,100 2,900 24,400 22,900 19,700 
7,320 6, 400 6, 400 67,100 71,000 83, 200 
103,320 87,700 74,000 813,900 955,900 1,036,000 
5,210 2,700 2,300 21,500 11,200 12,700 


Total all states 498,730 400,850 358,700 2,714,400 2,913,500 2,633,700 


„ Miss., Nebr., N. M., N. C., Ore., Wash., and W. Va. 


Pimientos 
Harvested Acreage Production 
10-year 10-year 
State average 1948 1949 average 1948 1949 
1038-47 1938-47 
(acres) (tons (2,000 Ib. )) 
«) 
r 13,600 14,300 24,500 14,40 17,880 23, 770 
1 14, 280 14,300 24,500 17,340 17, 880 23,770 


Not available for publication. Less than 3 packers. California excluded from 1048 and 1949 totals. 


1949 Tomato Juice Pack 


The 1949 pack of tomato juice to- 
taled 20,559,673 actual cases, as com- 
pared with the 1948 pack of 23,701,199 
actual cases, the Association’s Division 
of Statistics reports. Copies of the 
report have been mailed to all tomato 
juice canners. Details will be pub- 
lished next week. 


Raw Products Conferences 
(Concluded from page 366) 


industry, with particular reference to 
the problems of merchandizing, will 
be presented by Dr. H. L. Stier, head 
of the Department of Markets at the 
University of Maryland. This will 
be followed by a large panel discus- 
sion on the breeding and development 
of sweet corn hybrids for processing, 
Dr. E. S. Haber of the Iowa Agricul- 


tural Experiment Station, leading the 
discussion. The rest of the panel will 
consist of technical breeders from the 
seed companies and several from the 
agricultural experiment stations. 
The results of the special corn borer 
conference held in Chicago will be pre- 
sented both from the field standpoint 
and from the standpoint of “in-plant” 
control. C. H. Mahoney, Director of 
the N.C.A. Raw Products Bureau, will 
present a program for field control in 
1950 for the consideration of the can- 
ners. C. A. Greenleaf of the N. C. A. 
Laboratories and Dr. E. W. Eiekel- 
berg of the Fairmont Canning Com- 
pany will describe means for more ade- 
quate “in-plant” control of the Euro- 
pean corn borer. This will be followed 
by a report by D. R. Montgomery on 
sweet corn harvesters. Mr. Montgom- 
ery is chairman of the special com- 
mittee which has been working on this 
problem for the past two years. 


FOREIGN TRADE 


Philippine Import Quotas 


The Philippine Republic has placed 
in effect new and drastically lower im- 
port quotas which will reduce her im- 
portations of many commodities, in- 
cluding canned foods. 


Import quotas were cut by the fol- 
lowing percentages, according to the 
Office of International Trade: 


Canned fruits, except baby foods, 80 
percent; canned vegetables, including 
pastes, juices, soups, catsup and rel- 
ishes, except baby foods, 90 percent; 
canned meats, except baby foods, 80 
percent; canned sardines, 50 percent, 
and all other canned fish, 80 percent. 


The Philippine Republic has been 
an outstanding market for such canned 
foods as corn, asparagus, peas, toma- 
toes, and soups, and has bought quan- 
— 1 — canned vegetables, fruits 
and fish. 


Invitations for Bids 


1819 West Pershing 29 9, Oak: 
land Army Base, Oakland * . 
Veterans Administration — Procurement Divi- 
sion, Veterans Administration, Wash, 28, D. C. 
The Walsh-Healey Public Gongaste Act will 
y to all operations after the date 
notice of award if total value of a con- 
tract is $10,000 or over. 


The C has invited 
2 sealed bids to furnish 


. Bids due at Cleese 
under No. G. 88-50-414 by Dec. 30. 
— Tomato Juice (Fancy) 4.887 dozen 
46-02, (404 x 700) cans, f.0.b. destination, 
Bide a due at Chicago under Bid No. 11-188-50-415 


CaNNeD Sweer Poratoss (Fancy)—27,112 
dozen No, 3 squat (404 x 307) cans, vacuum 
pack, or 21,218 dozen No. 3 — N x 307) 
cans, syru peek. or 16,822 dozen N A 
syrup b. origin. Bids deo: at 
under Ne by Jan. 4. 

Sweer Potatoes (Fancy) — 49.332 

No. * cans, syrup pack, or 79,502 dozen 


= 32 t (404 x 307) cans, vacuum „ or 
No, 3 squat (404 x 3807) cans, 
under’ Bid ‘No. by 
0. 11 
Jan 


Cum Con Carne without henna 00.000 Ibs. 
in 6-Ib., . o. b. origin. 
No. ‘QM-i1-183- 


12-02. net 
Bids due at Chicago 
50-422 by Jan. 10. 

CANNED (Fancy)—2,650 dozen 
No. 10 cans, f. o, b. origin. Bids due at Chicago 
under Bid No, QM-11-188-60-425 by Jan. 6. 

CANNED AppLasauce (Fanc )—8,617 
No. 2 cans, f. 


due at under Bid N 
11 by Jan. 


CANNED APPLESAUCE (Paner)— 2846 dozen 
No. 2 cans No, 10 cans or 


65,802 dozen No. 0. b. destina’ 
Bids due under Bid No, QM-11-183- 
60-429 by J 
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Ala., Aris., Conn., Ga., Idaho, Kans., La., Minni 
50 
00 
10 
ũd 
CANNED Tomatoms (Extra Standard) — 20,684 
dozen No. 2 cans or 13,974 dozen No. 2% cans 
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Through Puliman Service 
(Concluded from page 366) 


Chief objections offered by the rail- 
road officials were lack of equipment, 
and no system for switching Pullman 
cars at the North Philadelphia junc- 
tion. It was finally agreed, however, 
that if sufficient interest was evi- 
denced by prospective Convention dele- 
gates the railroad would overcome 
such difficulties and make the neces- 
sary engineering arrangements. 

The Planning Committee accord- 
ingly planned a circularization of the 
membership of the various partici- 
pating associations with blank cards, 
which when filled in would be the 
basis for a manifold form to go to 
(1) the General Passenger Agent’s 
Department of the Pennsylvania in 
Chicago, to be relayed to Division pas- 
senger agents throughout the United 
States, (2) the local agent of the 
originating railroad, (3) the State 
Secretaries of the various canner 
groups (4) the Convention Bureau in 
Atlantic City. 

Thousands of pre-registration cards 
were sent to all those likely to attend 
the January, 1950 Convention. Full 
page advertisements and publicity 
stories were carried in the trade press. 
N. C. A. and C. M. AS. A. supplied speak- 
ers at the various state meetings to 
explain the need for the application 
cards and to get them distributed and 
sent in. Local railroad representa- 
tives were given the story and asked 
to cooperate. 

The results were a sufficiently im- 
pressive volume of requests for 
through service to warrant a pro- 
cedure whereby Pullman cars would be 
made up and attached to regular 
through trains from western gate- 
ways, these to be switched at Harris- 
burg to special trains that would carry 
them through to Atlantic City without 
change. 


PERSONNEL 


Georgia Canners Association 


The Georgia Canners Association 
elected the following officers recently 
at its annual meeting: 


President—Fred Shumaker, Conti- 
nental Packing Co., Macon; first vice 
president—H. L. Cochran, Pomona 
Products Co., Griffin; second vice 
president—B. F. Easterlin, Jr., East- 
erlin Packing Co., Andersonville; and 
secretary-treasurer—G. A. Burns, 
Griffin (reelected). 


Maine Canners Association 


The Maine Canners Association 
elected the following officers recently 
at the association’s annual meeting: 

President—Frederic H. Bird, Medo- 
mak Canning Co., Rockland; vice pres- 
ident—Bruce H. M. White, H. C. 
Baxter & Bro., Brunswick; and secre- 
tary-treasurer—F. Webster Browne, 
H. C. Baxter & Bro., Brunswick (re- 
elected). 


Santa Clara County Canners 


The Santa Clara County (Calif.) 
Canners Association recently elected 
the following officers for 1950: 

President—J. R. Braden, Richmond- 
Chase Co., San Jose; vice president— 
C. B. Weston, Libby, McNeill & Libby, 
Sunnyvale; and secretary-treasurer— 
Robert J. Marsh, San Francisco. 


R. E. Sanborn Named 


Ralph E. Sanborn, chairman of the 
N. C. A. Scientific Research Committee, 
has been appointed by Governor Earl 
Warren to a nine-man California 
water pollution control board. 


BAIC Assistant Chiefs 


Appointment of Dr. Walter M. 
Scott and Dr. John R. Matchett as 
assistant chiefs of the Bureau of 
Agricultural and Industrial Chemis- 
try, USDA, has been announced by 
Dr. G. E. Hilbert, chief of the Bureau. 
Dr. Matchett will coordinate the Bu- 
reau’s work on utilization of fruits 
and vegetables. 


Forthcoming Meetings 


January 22-31—Annual Conventions of National 
Canners Association, National Food Brokers 


jati and Canning Machinery & Sup- 

plies Atlantic City, N. J. 

January 23-24—Canadian Food Processors As- 
sociation, Annual Convention, Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel, Montreal. 

January 28-31—National-American 
Grocers Association, Annual 
Ambassador, Atlantic City, N. 

January 31-February 1.4. Association 

of Frozen Food Packers, Annual Convention, 
Hotel, Chicago. 

February 9%-10—Ozark Canners Association. 
42nd Annual Convention, “Colonial ‘otel, 
Springfield, Mo. 

February 138-14—Tennessee-Kentucky Canners 
Association, Annual Meeting, Andrew Jack- 
son Hotel, Nashville, Tenn. 

February 16-17—Minnesota Canners Associa- 
tion and University of Minnesota, Canners’ 
and Fieldmen's Short Course, Hotel Radisson, 
Minneapolis. 

March 9-10—Canners League of California, 
Fruit and V Sample Cuttings, Fair- 
mont Hotel, n Francisco, Calif. 

March 10-11—Utah Canners Association, An- 
nual Convention, Hotel Utah, Salt Lake City. 

March 12-14—Northwest Canners Association 
Meeting, Multnomah Hotel, Portland, 

re 

March 20-21—Canners League of California, 
2 Convention, Biltmore Hotel, Santa 

ra, . 


RAW PRODUCTS 


Weed Investigations in USDA 


Establishment of a new division for 
weed investigations in the Bureau of 
Plant Industry, Soils, and Agricul- 
tural Engineering, USDA, has been 
announced by Dr. Robert M. Salter, 
chief of the Bureau. The new Weed 
Division will be headed by Dr. Roy L. 
Lovvorn. 
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